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He is also involved in community organiza-
tions including the Colorado Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes CMT Board and The Gift of 
Warmth Program. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Reister has exempli-
fied the remarkable accomplishments of which 
America’s entrepreneurs are capable. This 
week, he will testify before the House Small 
Business Committee to share his story. I ask 
that you and the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join with me in honoring him for 
the extraordinary work he has done for the 
small business economy. His efforts dem-
onstrate that if given the right resources, 
America’s small businesses can be the cata-
lysts that lift our economy from the current 
downturn and put us on the road to recovery. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SOUTH 
BEND ADAMS HIGH SCHOOL 
MOCK TRIAL TEAM 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the victory of the 
South Bend Adams High School team in the 
National Mock Trial Competition. The cham-
pionship culminates a year of successes for 
the ‘‘Usual Suspects,’’ a team which won its 
second straight state championship. It was the 
perfect finish to a season full of intense train-
ing and practice. The victory caps a record of 
twelve state titles in the thirteen years of the 
mock trial program at Adams. 

The exceptional members of the Adams 
Mock Trial team include: Josh Courtney, Jenn 
Deeter, Eilis Smith, Chris Silvestri, Adam 
Kern, Gabe Young, timekeeper David Kern, 
and student coaches Kieran Neal and Allie 
Soisson. The team was led to victory by 
coaches Lucas Burkett and Professor Jay 
Tidmarsh and faculty advisor Judith Overmyer. 

Mock Trial competition involves not only 
knowledge of the law, but also the ability to 
plan both defensive and prosecutorial strate-
gies and act the parts of lawyers and wit-
nesses. The Adams team prepared a cunning 
defense and excelled at portraying believable 
witnesses and convincing lawyers while devel-
oping their communication, research, and or-
ganizational skills. Chris Silvestri distinguished 
himself among the participants by earning the 
‘‘Best Witness’’ award. 

The Adams Mock Trial team has achieved a 
memorable ending to an extraordinary year of 
competition. I offer my congratulations to the 
members of the team, the coaches, John 
Adams High School students, faculty and staff. 
I also offer my thanks and congratulations to 
members of the community, including local at-
torneys and judges, who supported the team 
on the road to this impressive accomplish-
ment. The Adams Mock Trial team has rep-
resented Indiana, the City of South Bend, their 
school and themselves with excellence and 
distinction. 

RECOGNIZING MAY AS HUNTING-
TON’S DISEASE AWARENESS 
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Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize May as Huntington’s Disease 
Awareness Month. In support of those with 
Huntington’s Disease and of finding a cure, I 
have cosponsored H.R. 678, ‘‘Huntington’s 
Disease Parity Act of 2009.’’ This bipartisan 
legislation sponsored by Rep. BOB FILNER (D– 
CA–41) would eliminate the 24-month waiting 
period for Medicare eligibility for those suf-
fering from Huntington’s Disease. 

Huntington’s Disease is a progressive de-
generative neurological disease that causes 
total mental and physical deterioration in as 
few as 12 years and currently no cure exists. 
Already 20,000 Americans have been diag-
nosed with Huntington’s and 6.5% of the pop-
ulation, or 200,000 individuals, are at risk for 
this disease. 

The physical, emotional, and mental alter-
ations a victim of Huntington’s Disease under-
goes are extreme to say the least. Even in the 
initial stages, patients are unable to continue 
employment and they must rely on family care 
and Social Security Disability Income. A simi-
lar neurological disease, Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis, received a waiver for the 24-month 
waiting period in 2000. 

H.R. 678 would help to alleviate suffering 
that those diagnosed with Huntington’s Dis-
ease must face every day. Implementing this 
legislation would not only help those diag-
nosed with Huntington’s but also the families 
that have been financially devestated by this 
degenerative disease. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
Congress and the public at large to recognize 
this important month. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of my friend, Franklyn Kellogg, 
on the occasion of his 90th Birthday and in 
recognition of his dedication to his community 
and a life lived with a great sense of humor, 
energetic spirit, joy for living and positive out-
look. 

Mr. Kellogg grew up in the Tremont neigh-
borhood of Cleveland, Ohio. After high school, 
he joined the army and served as a military 
police officer during WWII. Following the war, 
he came back to Cleveland and began his life-
long vocation of protecting others, first as a 
firefighter and then as Fire Chief of City Cleve-
land. Mr. Kellogg was a leader in evolving 

safety training and techniques, many of which 
are still used today in Ohio and across the 
country. 

Mr. Kellogg was one of the first firefighters 
in Cleveland to be trained as a certified para-
medic. He became a top-notch instructor, 
training firefighters and paramedics, even trav-
elling as far as California with requests for his 
training expertise. Mr. Kellogg has earned a 
nationally-known reputation as being one of 
the best arson investigators in the country, 
and has been consulted numerous times by 
fire departments in Ohio and across the coun-
try. Several of Mr. Kellogg’s arson cases are 
still used today as models in firefighter training 
courses, including courses taught at Cuya-
hoga Community College. He continues to be 
an active member of his community and of the 
Zion United Church of Christ of Tremont, the 
church he has attended since childhood. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and celebration of Mr. Kellogg’s 
90th Birthday. His kindness and commitment 
to community leadership and service con-
tinues to be evident in all he does. I stand in 
honor and gratitude of Mr. Kellogg’s lifelong 
service to our community and I wish him the 
best as he and his family celebrate his 90th 
birthday. 
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COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NORTH SEA 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
residents of Long Island, New York are truly 
fortunate that our local firefighters are also our 
neighbors. Since 1934, residents of the 
Peconic Bay hamlet of North Sea have relied 
on the professionalism of the all-volunteer 
North Sea Fire Department, and today I 
proudly rise to mark the 75th anniversary of its 
founding. 

To date, 2009 has been one of the busiest 
years on record for the North Sea Fire Depart-
ment, as they have responded to more fire 
calls than any other department in Suffolk 
County. Each has been answered with the 
speed, skill and courtesy that has been the 
department’s calling card for 75 years. 

Madam Speaker, while the children of North 
Sea may be upset that the firefighters have 
not been able to lavish their customary level of 
attention on the department’s annual Fourth of 
July carnival and fireworks, their parents can 
rest assured that their neighbors at the fire-
house are devoted to keeping the community 
safe any hour of the day or night. I offer my 
thanks and best wishes as they continue their 
tradition of community service for many years 
to come. 
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